
Fire safety Policy. 

Of all health and safety issues fire is the most significant hazard in terms of 
danger to life and property. 

It is our policy to ensure that the premises are managed effectively to 
minimise the risk of fire. 

In addition to ensure that should a fire occur there are efficient measures in 
place to evacuate all personnel in an efficient and safe manner. 

The following Fire Risk Assessment is the method by which this will be 
achieved with the help and expertise of all staff.  

As a means of maintaining the Risk Assessment (see risk assessment at 
http://www.dukesbarn.org/risk_assessments/download_files/
Site_and_facilities.pdf  

We will carry out a check on fire risk alongside the Health and Safety 
Assessment at quarterly intervals. 
Staff involvement in continual assessment of the Fire Risk assessment is the 
key to maintaining good management of the premises, should you find any 
risk that has not been assessed please report same immediately, do not wait 
for the formal quarterly check.  
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Introduction:  
Of all the risk assessments required under Health and Safety issues Fire Risk 
is paramount. Fire has the potential to kill or injure large numbers of people 
very quickly. Smoke inhalation of itself can be the cause of death or very 
serious injury. 

In assessing the risk of a fire on the premises the following has been taken 
into account. 

• SOURCES OF IGNITION. 

• SOURCES OF FUEL. 

• SOURCES OF OXYGEN. 

General Assessment: 

Dukes Barn is a stone building of two storeys. 

The internal walls are of Breeze Block or stone and all residence areas are 
fitted with Fire Doors, which are appropriately signed, therefore 
containment is to a satisfactory standard. 

A No Smoking discipline is in force in all parts of the building and this is 
strictly adhered to. 

All flammable materials and chemicals are stored away from the building. 

The sources of ignition are: 

Electricity and Gas. 

The electrical distribution is controlled by a Main Circuit Board distributed 
via 3 zoned Circuit Boards in the main building and a further Circuit Board 
to the outside buildings located in the caving Store. All plug and sockets are 
PAT tested by our electrical contractors. 

Only 2 sources of gas supply are operated on the premises. 

• The boiler Room:  2 x boilers. 
• Kitchen area:  Stove only. Emergency Gas shut-off valve at exit 

door  
                                 to dining room. 

• Main gas cut-off valve in Main Office. 

Sources of fuel. 
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• Internal wooden fittings. 

• Furnishings: were appropriate these are flame retardant treated. 

• Bedding:     where appropriate and practical bedding is flame 
retardant treated. 

• Paper:           keep neatly stored.  

• Storage cupboards for camp gear and Teaching Aids to be kept locked 
when not in use. 

• Cooking Oils: When in use the user must stay in attendance at all times. 
The Fryer may only be used by approved Dukes Barn Staff. 

In summary Dukes Barn has a satisfactory fire control which must be 
sustained by the detailed maintenance procedures. 

Oxygen is inevitably always present and therefore the check must include 
correct operation of windows and all doors. Refer to notes under Escape 
Procedures. 

People at Risk. 

• Employees. 
• Visitors. Including disabled and people with special needs. 
• Contractors working on premises. 

Employees: Appropriate training given to all employees as to prevention and 
action in event of fire. Avoid where possible an employee working alone in 
the building. 

Visitors: Clear oral briefing to be given:  notices are displayed throughout 
the premises on action to be taken. The Fire Alarm has both audible and 
visible indicators. In the case of disabled people with special needs, 
attention should be given to carers and teachers as to their particular role 
and duties to ensure an effective evacuation of the premises. 

Contractors must report to the main Office before entering or leaving the 
premises when evacuation procedures can be given.  

Detection and Warning. 
The building has a smoke and heat sensor alarm system in all rooms, in 
sleeping and residential areas this is both audible and visual e.g. red 
flashing lights. 

In total there are 9 Fire Alarm (break the glass) Points located at strategic 
locations within the building. 
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Fire Fighting. 

All fire points have appropriate extinguishers. Instructions and notices state 
very clearly that evacuation is the priority and no personal risks must be 
taken in attempting to put out a fire. 

Escape Routes. 

All the ground floor rooms have 2 or more exit points. 
Top Floor areas lead to a stairwell which complies with Government 
Guidelines. 
Pictographic Signs are appropriately displayed on all Escape Routes. 
Emergency lighting is in place and maintained 
The Fire Brigade advise that wheel chair users on the upper floor, should 
remain in the rooms with a Fire Door.  

Maintenance:  

Daily:   
• Ensure escape routes are clear of obstruction, and all escape doors open 

freely. 
• Check Fire Alarm Panel is working. 

Weekly. 
• Fire Alarm system is in working order, activate in weekly sequence Fire 

points 1 to 9 and record. If faulty take appropriate action and report to 
head of Centre. 

Monthly. 

• Check condition of Fire Extinguishers. 

3 Monthly. 
• Included with the Health and Safety room by room check, re- assess as 

above to ensure that any changes do not lead to a fire risk. 

6 Monthly. 
• Fire Alarm and Emergency lighting, by contractors. 
• Un-announced fire drill with resident group 

Annually. 
• Electrical PAT Test by contractors. 
• Extinguisher Inspection by contractors. 
• Staff update to identify any further training required.
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