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DDuukkeess  BBaarrnn  iiss  aann  OOuuttddoooorr  EEdduuccaattiioonn  
cchhaarriittyy,,  bbaasseedd  iinn  BBeeeelleeyy,,  iinn  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee
bbeeaauuttiiffuull  DDeerrbbyysshhiirree  ccoouunnttrryyssiiddee,,  pprroovviiddiinngg
oouuttddoooorr  aaddvveennttuurree  aaccttiivviittiieess  ffoorr  yyoouunngg  ppeeoo--
ppllee  ooff  aallll  aabbiilliittiieess..

Our aim is to ensure that all young people, regardless
of ability, special need or disadvantage, are given the
opportunity to experience quality outdoor education,
in a safe environment, to improve not only their physi-
cal fitness but also their confidence and self esteem 

d i s c o v e r   y o u r   t r u e   p o t e n t i a l

Welcome to  

The  Barn

to enable them to meet the challenges of
everyday life, today and 
in the future.

Our main focus is children with specific needs such as
Autism, Aspergers Syndrome, Downs Syndrome, children
with hearing or sight impairment and those with physical
disabilities including wheelchair users. We also run
courses for primary and secondary school children and
those from disadvantaged backgrounds or poor inner
city areas
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In 1987 it was restored through the efforts of the Reverend Ron
Beddoes, local vicar and chair of the Governors of the Royal
School for the Deaf in Derby and opened by the Duke of
Devonshire as a Country Centre, for use by deaf children.

In 1997 further improvements provided facilities for disabled 
people before Dukes Barn became a fully independent charity in
its own right in 2000. Today we run day and residential courses
in outdoor adventure, team building and problem solving for
people with a wide range of abilities. The small team of 
instructors, domestic and administrative staff are 
assisted by the trustees and volunteers who help 
out with practical support and fundraising

From horse and cart 

to climbing boots 

f a c e   n e w   c h a l l e n g e s

BBuuiilltt  iinn  11779911  DDuukkeess  BBaarrnn  iinniittiiaallllyy  hhoouusseedd  tthhee  hhoorrsseess  aanndd
ccaarrttss  uusseedd  ttoo  ttrraannssppoorrtt  ccooaall  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCrroommffoorrdd  CCaannaall  
ttoo  CChhaattsswwoorrtthh  HHoouussee  aanndd  BBaassllooww  GGaass  WWoorrkkss..    TThhee  bbuuiillddiinngg
wwaass  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  iinnttoo  aa  ddaaiirryy  aanndd  ccoowwsshheeddss  iinn  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  
ttwweennttiieetthh  cceennttuurryy..  
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Kilworth Challenge
St James Place Foundation
Midlands Co-op Community Fund
Open Gate
Derbyshire Dales DC Community Fund
The Hedley Foundation
Pets at Home
Kellogs
Variety Club
Heaton School
West Bridgeford School

Beeley Parish Church
Stratford Prep School 
Awards for All
Mr Gilbert Hinckley
Stancliffe Stone Matlock
Tarmac Ltd
Markovitz
HSS Hire 
Derbyshire Community Foundation
Derbyshire Building Society

OOvveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  wwee  hhaavvee  wwoorrkkeedd  hhaarrdd  ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  oouurr
ffaacciilliittiieess  aanndd  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  ttoo  aaccccoommmmooddaattee  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh
mmuullttiippllee  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess,,  ffiittttiinngg  aauuttoommaattiicc  wwiiddee  eennttrraannccee
ddoooorrss  aanndd  ppuusshh  bbuuttttoonn  bbeeddrroooomm  ddoooorrss,,  nneeww  aacccceessssiibbllee
bbaatthhrroooommss  aanndd  ssppeecciiaalliisstt  bbeeddrroooomm  ffuurrnniittuurree..  

We have adapted canoes using hoists for wheelchair users,
improved the overhead rail system on our wheelchair ropes
course and upgraded the approach paths to our sensory 
garden and play area to allow wheelchair access. A recent
addition is an all weather wheelchair friendly sports area.

A  big  debt  of  thanks  is  owed  to  the  following  people  
and  organisations  for  their  support:

e m b a r k   o n   a   v o y a g e   o f   d i s c o v e r y

Making i t  

happen

Thanks are also due to everyone who took part in sponsored
abseils, the people who helped to make the Chatsworth
Opera Evenings a resounding success and to our many 
volunteers and supporters.

Special thanks to Lady Morris for her unfailing support and for
helping us to set up and maintain the Morris Bursary Fund for
those who would otherwise not have the opportunity to enjoy
all that Dukes Barn has to offer

To  support  us  today  you  can  make  a  donation  via
www.justgiving.com/dukesbarntrust
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FFrroomm  tthhee  ppeeaaccee  aanndd  ttrraannqquuiilllliittyy  ooff  tthhee
sseennssoorryy  ggaarrddeenn  ttoo  tthhee  tthhrriillllss  aanndd  ssppiillllss
ooff  tthhee  wwhheeeellcchhaaiirr  ffrriieennddllyy  rrooppeess  ccoouurrssee
aanndd  ssppoorrttss  aarreeaa  DDuukkeess  BBaarrnn  ooffffeerrss
ssoommeetthhiinngg  ffoorr  eevveerryyoonnee..    

Whoever you are, a residential visit to the
Barn will provide life changing moments. From
the quiet village ambience to the spectacularly
rugged scenery of the surrounding Derbyshire
hills you will find something to move and
inspire you.

All our staff are fully trained and committed to the values of
the organisation and to the individual. We believe in 
looking beyond any disability to see the young person who
wants to achieve. 

It is our job to make sure that every young person 
succeeds, whatever their ability, by providing 
activities appropriate for them.

We encourage all our young people, be they 
able bodied or physically, emotionally or 
socially disadvantaged, to achieve and shine, 
to enable them to reach their full potential 
and to move forward with confidence to 
face the challenges of everyday life   

Dukes  Barn  i s  no t  jus t  a  bu i ld ing

it is a life experience

c o m e   t o   a   p l a c e   w h e r e   e v e r y o n e   m a t t e r s
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In recent years newly adapted equipment, canoes
and trailer, a specialist mobile quad hoist and new
parachute type harnesses, have meant that many
more young people with disabilities have been able
to enjoy canoeing and climbing activities as well as
abseiling from the viaduct at Millers Dale. 

We are now seeking to extend the opportunities for
young people with disabilities through a new 
climbing wall building with specific and 
unique provision for non 
ambulant  youngsters

DDuukkeess  BBaarrnn  bbeelliieevveess  iinn  pprroovviiddiinngg  eexxcciittiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess  ffoorr
yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee  ooff  aallll  aabbiilliittiieess..  

OOuurr  wwhheeeellcchhaaiirr  aacccceessssiibbllee  rraammppeedd  aaddvveennttuurree  rrooppeess
ccoouurrssee,,  ooppeenneedd  iinn  22000077  bbyy  DDaavviidd  BBlluunnkkeett  MMPP,,  iiss  aa  uunniiqquuee
ffaacciilliittyy..  TThhee  ssppeecciiaallllyy  ddeessiiggnneedd  oovveerrhheeaadd  rraaiill  ssyysstteemm
eennaabblleess  ddiissaabblleedd  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  mmoovvee  aarroouunndd  tthhee  ccoouurrssee  ssuupp--
ppoorrtteedd  ffrroomm  aabboovvee..  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  tthhiiss,,  mmaannyy    hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  cchhaall--
lleennggeedd  aanndd  ssttiimmuullaatteedd  iinn  wwaayyss  nneevveerr  pprreevviioouussllyy  
ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  ppoossssiibbllee..

s e e   l i f e   f r o m   a   d i f f e r e n t   p e r s e c t i v e

Adventure

f o r  a l l




